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EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF LEPROSY PATIENTS WITHMITIES IN A SUBURBAN SLUM

INDIAN JOURNAL OF LEPROSY Jan-Mar 1990

DEFOR-

I

R.M. Cnar.uRVEDrr AND S. KaRrlrryeN2

Aasrn^cr : In a poor slwtt area in suburban Bombay,, stucly of 129 leprosypatients with deformities revearetr that onty 46g1 were employed before the uppea_rance oJ',deforntities arrr most of thent ioa un their jobs alier crefarmities rntrappeared' Hearth educution on care qf anesthetic extretilities tricr not have thetlesirecl impact on tlrc.patients, r""rr rj ,i,"r" hacl worsenirry oJ their deJbrmitiesduring the phase of their entpioymetrt " 

t r"o'rrc thelt had to take up art kincl oftuork in order to nuke-a riving. rlr"y ,rri)nortry poorry educated and rackee!speciar srci's' The onrv feastire ott"rnotir" in this kiru, 0f situation *ppears tube a sere*ive community-basea ,ehabititaiion uJ r"pror., poti"nts v,ith deforntities.

INTRODUCTION

This study was conducted at a s.E.T. clinic located in a comprehen-sive health care centre at Malwani, u ,rb-*bu, ,lum area i, gr_ir,. Thegeneral prevatence rul: of teprosy fo, Vtut*uni i, 10.t ;;; fIOOO arA tf,"deformitv rate is 1g.67%. ff,i, fr,p.r-"rO.r;" area has a populationof63'321 and most of the iniabitartr'u.. pnJ, ura their educational status isalso low' There is no segregation of the reprosy patients in trre area. Theepidemiology of leprosy in Malwani ha.s been described elsewhere (chatur-vedi, 1988).

The objective of.the present study was to assess the emproyment statusof leprosy patients with defornriti.. r;""" prrysical handicaps may read to
fi;ilt'" 

hardship and niay ultimately resutt in aestitution is.iriuurun,

MATERIAL AND N,IETHOD

Leprosy patients are identified and registered in this centre throughmass surveys, schoor surveys and annuar surveys of household contacts ofregisfered leprosy patients. Those u"irnirtirv reporting and those referr-ed by other medical practitiouers ur* uiro r.gistered after clinical examina-tion' A rotal of 69r reprosy patients have thus been registered at the clinic
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over a six year period (April 1979 to April l9g5). This srudy was con-ducted.on 12e-reprosv patLnts who had c;;;. ii;;;";;.'fi?.rbrmitiesaccording to the grading system recommencred by the waiir:;ert com_mittee (1970)' Data^regardrng their .-ptoyr,.nt status before and afterthe appearance of oerormities-w.r. .ori.i*a from patient,s statements.

For the purpose of this study, an unemployed person was defined asone rvho wanted a job, but courd rrtt get enrployed. Thus, housewives wrrodid not want a job were not consijei"a ," U. unemployed.

The monthly per capita income was the only available indicator forassessing the socio-economic status.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The flndings are shown in Tables I and II.

Tart.s I. Employment Status before the Onset Deformities

ErrployrratNr Sretus Malrs Frvelrs Tor.AL

No/ /o/o

Employed

Unemployed

s9 45.7

70 54.3

46.4

53.6

26

30

45.2

54.8

33

40

Total : 73' 100.0
129 100.0

"Employed" women include seven housewives.

Even before the appearance of deformitie s. onry 5g of the r 2g patients(45'7 io were emprov 
"a. sl or ,r.r. puiients workea mainry as unsk,redor semi-skilled workers. seven ,o-., w.ere honsewives (iaute-t).

After the appearance,of deformities, 30 of the 33 mare and a, the 19female emptoyed patients had. tost ,fr.i, :"U, O"fV :-*"jJii,"n,, OuOretained their jobs' The remaining ,"r.r"*omen were housewlves. Thus,after the appearance of deformiti.i rrg of the 129 p^,ti"r:r(iiizj *.r. un-employed (Tabte II).

Almost arl the patients studied had deformities of the extremities, ex-cept 3 who had lagophthalmos (Grade IIJ and 2 who were blind (Gradem)' The details of their deformities hur. u..n described ersewhere (Chatur-vedi, 1988).

ll0



CHATU&VEDI_EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF DEFORMED PATIENTS

TesLE II. Employment Status after Appearance of Deformities

El,er-oyl"cNt Sr,q,rus Mer.rs Fzu.rr,ns Torar,

,/o

I
Employed

Unemployed

34.1 7

70 95.9 49

12.5

87.5

10 7.8

119 92.2

Total : 12973

All the seven ..employe<f, women were housewives.

The average per capita income for the patients was Rs. 62.00 per month(about us $ 4.00) while for Malwanr it was Rs. 99.05 p.. ,rrorth (aboutus $ 6.50). Thus. the patients belonged to the poor.rf section of society
in this slum area.

The deforniities were found to be aggravated partially during the
phase of ernployment. The observation period or this study was 6 years.
The deformities had worsened inspite of health education by'health person-
nel at the s.E.T. clinic. rnterview with the patients revealed that since they
eked out a hand-to'mouth existence they had no choice but to take up any
type of work, including hard and rough physicar rabour, inspite of the ad-
vice by health personaer. we also found that patients with other earning
family members did not want to be flnanciary dependent on them since they
felt that would make them rose status in their iamiry and socrety.

CONCLUSION

Education ofthe generar population can bringabout a change in atti-
tude so that the leprosy patients do not havetolose their jobs just because
of their deformities. But, health education of patients atln" in deformity
prevention cannot prevent worsening of deformities in these patients from
the lowest socio-economic stratum. Their desperation for a source of income
makes them disregard advice from health personner and forces them take up
any low-paid unskilled jobs eventhougrr it may worsen their condition.
The only feasible alternative appears to be a selective 

"orrrrity-based 
re-

habilitation of leprosy patients with deformities.
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